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PINJAR TO GERALDTON ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION LINE — MID-WEST POWER STATION 

509. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy:  

I refer to the Premier’s announcement today that the government is looking at building a new power station in 
the mid-west rather than building the now abandoned 330-kilovolt line from Pinjar to Geraldton.  

(1) Where is the government looking at building the new power station?  

(2) Where is the allocation in the budget for this new power station?  

(3) When will the government look to build a new power station?  

(4) What is the time frame for a decision on the new power station, or does the government intend to ignore 
the concerns of the people of Geraldton about future energy supply and security?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

(1)-(4) I go back to the 330-kilovolt line again.  

Hon Kate Doust: You are going to have to keep going there. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I do not mind. I thank the member for the question. It is a fair cop. It really is a 
significant issue. I feel that I have answered this question more than enough times. I emphasise once again that 
the government has not abandoned the 330-kilovolt line, and I state that categorically. The second thing is, and I 
stated it in this chamber last week, and from what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, the Premier 
reinforced it today, that one of the options is to build a power station in Geraldton. 

Hon Kate Doust: When will you build it?  

Hon PETER COLLIER: The member asked the question and I am responding to it. It is only an option. We are 
currently looking at the options, which include the 330-kilovolt line. We may still go with the 330-kilovolt line. 

Hon Ken Travers: How will you fund it?  

The PRESIDENT: We might leave this question if members persist with their interjections. I remind members 
that we have an adjournment debate.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Again, we are reviewing the 330-kilovolt line. In that review we will assess whether it 
is cost effective; that is, the rise from $295 million to $689 million, a 134 per cent increase over six months, is 
definitely an example of our government being responsible. We will also look at the zigzag route of the proposed 
line. We will look at other options, one of which is perhaps putting a power station in Geraldton. A decision has 
not been made at this stage. If a decision is made to go down that path, an announcement will be made in due 
course.  
 


